
Height is 5 inches

Quantities of our inaugural ornament 
are limited and only available  

this year.   
 

Once the 2013 orders are filled we will not 
produce the NTSUSA Craigievar Castle©  

ornament ever again. 
 

Your order must be placed by  
October 1st to ensure delivery  

by December 15th, 2013

NEW FROM

Scotland’s best preserved tower house 
and one of its most enchanting land-
marks, CRAIGIEVAR CASTLE  in 

Aberdeenshire, is the fitting subject of the 
first annual collectible holiday ornament 
from the National Trust for Scotland 
Foundation USA. Each hand-blown and 
hand-painted glass ornament, crafted ex-
clusively by European artisans benefits the 
NTSUSA Preservation Fund maintained 
for the National Trust for Scotland.

The inaugural ornament in our annual 
Scottish Castle Collection begins with 

this beautifully crafted keepsake.  It will 
brighten your holiday season and directly 
safeguard the irreplaceable cultural proper-
ties of the National Trust for Scotland.

Standing just over five inches tall, your 
special edition ornament comes to you in 

a protective gift box along with an official 
certificate detailing the 

fascinating history of 
Craigievar.  Celebrate 

each year with a 
new ornament 
knowing that the 
majority of your  
purchase is a tax- 
deductible dona-
tion that supports 

the preservation 
of Scotland’s heri-

tage.  Your beautiful 
ornament will hang with 

pride on your tree for years to 
come and is sure to be treasured by those 
lucky enough to receive it as a gift. Start 
your collection today!



Please charge my Visa / MasterCard / American Express Card (circle one)

Name on card

Card number

Expiration date

Telephone

Email

Signature

Mail to:  Name

 Address

 Address

 City, State, Zip

Donations to NTSUSA, a registered 501(c)(3) non-profit corporation, are tax-deductible to 
the fullest extent allowed by US law. 

Please reserve _____ornament(s) for me at $90 each 
(price includes domestic shipping)

$50 per ornament is a fully tax-deductible donation 
to the National Trust for Scotland Foundation USA

Send Your order To 
NTSUSA, 45 School St., 3rd Floor 

Boston, MA 02108 or by fax to 617-227-4200

 
Your order must be received by OCTOBER 1 to ensure 

holiday delivery.  
Thank you!

A Brief History of Craigievar Castle

It truly delights me that Craigievar Castle was selected for the 
first NTSUSA ornament. Sales of the ornament will greatly 

assist in the costly care and maintenance of this and other in-
valuable monuments in Scotland. Craigievar is near and dear to 
my heart, so I’m especially thankful for your support.

Craigievar Castle was built between 1610, when its lands were 
purchased by William Forbes, and 1625-26, the dates displayed 
on its richly ornamented plaster ceilings. There are no sur-
viving building papers. William (1566-1627) was the younger 
brother of Patrick Forbes, Bishop of Aberdeen: the family 
already owned the neighboring estate of Corse. William was 
educated at Edinburgh University and, as befitted a younger 
son, became a merchant. He made a fortune through the Baltic 
trade, earning the nickname ‘Danzig Willie.’ In 1603 he married 
Margaret Woodward, daughter of the Lord Provost of Edin-
burgh. Her initials and arms, alongside those of her husband, 
play a prominent part in the decoration of the castle.

William Forbes invested his profits in a network of estates 
including Craigievar and Fintray. Understandably he was keen 
to express the status his wealth had brought him, by building 
a castle next door to his family’s property. As a well-travelled 
patron, William was familiar with contemporary architecture 
on the Continent, as well as in Edinburgh, James VI’s capital.

It is now clear both from documentary and archaeological 
evidence that there was an existing castle on this site, to which 
William Forbes made alterations. The reharling of the castle in 
1973 revealed a number of early features, including a blocked-
up window in the north-eastern corner of the Hall. But it is 
not immediately apparent that Craigievar is the result of two 
building phases, because of the confident overall control that 
infuses its design. 

Ian Gow  
Chief Curator — The National Trust for Scotland
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www.david-ross-photography.co.uk

The NaTioNal TrusT for scoTlaNd fouNdaTioN usa  
encourages Americans to participate in the care of the 
cultural and natural treasures protected by the NaTioNal 
TrusT for scoTlaNd. 

By providing grants that assist in funding urgent conser-
vation activities, the Foundation ensures that the heri-
tage shared by Scots and Americans is safeguarded for 
current and future generations. The National Trust for 
Scotland cares for 129 heritage properties ranging from 
castles and great houses to modest cottages and mills.

Two million visitors every year are welcomed to Trust 
properties, and experience the best of Scotland’s past, 
present and future. An estimated two million more peo-
ple visit the islands, beaches, mountains, and nature 
preserves protected by the Trust. 

If you would like to learn more about any of the import-
ant projects in Scotland that NTSUSA is helping to fund, 
please visit us on-line at www.ntsusa.org or call us at 
617-620-4498.

    James Hare 
    Executive Director


